EXAMPLE REFERENCE FOR AN OUTSTANDING TRAINEE

XXXXX  is already an outstanding teacher in most respects. Her natural, calm classroom presence is complemented by an extremely strong work ethic and a rigorous intellectual engagement with planning, assessment and pedagogy in general. Her subject knowledge is excellent: her academic record speaks for itself, and she has demonstrated ability with a range of teaching and learning strategies.

She is always punctual: generally, she is in the office by 7.45 a.m. and leaves between 5.30 and 6.00 p.m. XXXXX has never taken a sick day in her time at XXXX 

XXXX has become an active member of our department in her short time with us, working very effectively as part of our team. She has planned and delivered some genuinely outstanding lessons and sequences of lessons. Her grasp of differentiation, strategies for pupil engagement and ability to act upon advice and feedback are major strengths, as is her natural initiative. Development targets are always taken positively and then used to inform XXXX practice without need for reiteration. In a recent observation conducted by XXXX’s university tutor and myself, we found little room for improvement, and agreed that, had she been graded by Ofsted Core Standards criteria, the lesson would have been judged as “Outstanding”, which of course is an extraordinary achievement for a teacher still going through ITE.  

At this point, the only area for ongoing development is in the management of learning for genuinely disruptive, disaffected and disengaged students. I should stress that XXXX does this very well by the standards of a beginning teacher, but I think she would agree that managing certain very difficult Year 10 students has been her greatest challenge during this block practice. (It is worth noting that plenty of experienced teachers also find these specific students challenging: I chose to place XXXX with this group mainly because of the inherent behavioural challenges that go with it.)

I have no hesitation in recommending XXXX for employment; she would be an asset and a credit to any department, and I have no doubt that she will be an outstanding teacher. 

