Planning for Paired Placements

SWELTEC encourages paired placements in departments.  Schools which have placed pairs of students in a single department have reported favourably on the increased levels of support available to their pupils and on the high quality of preparation and resources used in paired sessions.

The benefits of paired school experience

Enhanced student support:

· students can find teaching a lonely experience. Pairing provides mutual support for students in relation to planning, resource preparation, teaching strategies, management and evaluation.

· school-based sessions with Professional Co-ordinating Tutor and/or subject mentor can sometimes be taken with both students present.  This saves time for school staff. 

Enhanced learning experiences:

· students realise that collaborative working can be motivating and helpful, as well as supportive

· students can develop both as observers and as action researchers into learning in classrooms

· students can develop confidence in the presence of another person in their classes

· students can reflect on specific lesson detail with another student from their own subject area in an informal setting

· students can be observed by one of their peers (which serves a different purpose from the ‘official’ tutor observations).

Enhanced pupil learning:

· greater level of in-class support for pupils

· greater variety of teaching methods and styles.

How should pairs work together?

There must be a clear negotiation between school tutors, HEI tutors and the students to ensure that everyone is clear about the organisation of Block School Experience.  When paired lessons are to be observed by school or HEI tutors, the nature of the observation, evaluation and feedback needs to be agreed. How subject mentors and student decide to organise the teaching will clearly depend on factors such as:

· the personality of the student
· the nature of the individual classes

· the content and organisation of particular lessons.

There are several strategies that may be adopted by pairs. However, lessons taught by paired students should always be jointly resourced and jointly planned.  Some suggested modes of working are:

· the timetable might be split into two-thirds paired teaching and one-third ‘solo’ for each student
· one student leads the class while the other supports in a general or organising role, helping with resources, registers etc

· one student supports specific pupils with learning difficulties, thus enabling the other to work with varying models of differentiation

· students who teach together almost instinctively weave around each others’ instructions, explanations and responses to pupils

· one student may work with some pupils outside the classroom (e.g. using ICT, or the library/resource centre) while other pupils remain in class with the second student
· students may wish to try out different approaches to a topic with different classes; one student tries one approach and the second tries another.

This is not a complete list of strategies for paired teaching, nor is it prescriptive. It is guidance drawn from methods that have worked successfully in the past.  Similar strategies to those listed above have been found to be equally effective when a student is supporting an established teacher.

